
3/27/2020 

Dear Amherst Families,  

Today’s update has one important message for every family and all our students - 
please avoid group gatherings and use our outdoor facilities appropriately to maintain 
social distancing. I hope you recognize that this update comes from a good place and 
that your support is crucial. 

At this time our government officials are sternly reminding us to follow the government's 
orders in the strictest way possible. As your Superintendent, I must echo those 
directives and urge you to halt gatherings of any size; in your neighborhood, at the 
playgrounds, at our track or fields. The practical rules that are in place to help flatten the 
curve encourage children away from congregation and group activities. 

In our current situation, please stay home, follow the rules and accept this time as a 
mere inconvenience compared to the enormous human consequence of not abiding by 
what is being asked of us. Our actions are needed to protect one another and 
potentially save countless lives. 

All concerned: The government order mandates that New Yorkers halt any gatherings 
“of any size, for any reason” for the foreseeable future.  

Students: I know this is an extremely challenging time for you. You will be supported. I 
must also stress that you do not gather in any groups, whether it be two or ten people. 
To our student athletes, find ways to practice in isolation. 

Parents: Please help ensure this mandate and keep your children at home until the 
pandemic is under control. If you can be home, you should be home and make the most 
of it. 

In Amherst, our school district and town officials talk a lot about global citizenship and 
civic duty. Right now is the time to exercise your civic duty and demonstrate the words 
and principles we speak. We need to especially hold these duties true during these 
troublesome times. It is our civic responsibility to the generations prior (parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents) and to generations ahead, which include your 
younger siblings, to help stop the spread of the Coronavirus which has already proven 
to know no boundaries. 

Let's be able to look back at this and honestly say that we did our part, we did all we 
could. Let’s not look back and say we could have or should have responded differently. 

Thank you for your support, 

Anthony Panella, Superintendent 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PoNl4WLTQw0&t=5m3s

